






Bus line rankings
Don’t look now! It’s Portland Afoot’s first annual

Most 
chair lifts

Most
hectic

(average
at each stop,

all day)

Data from TriMet, fall & winter weekdays 2009-2010. Cuts & fare hikes arrive in September. Details at http://pdx.be/2010cuts.

What
about
MAX?

What can we
do about it?

What makes a 
bus late?

Most screwed
in September

(in vehicle-hours; 
routes 27 and 157 

will be eliminated)

65    Marquam Hill
                          31% cut

2)  73 NE 33rd Ave.    27%

3)  51 Vista                 26%

4) 55 Hamilton          18%

5) 16 Front/St. Johns  16%

2)  8 Jackson Park/NE 15th        125

3)  6 MLK Jr. Blvd.                     125

4) 4 Division/Fessenden             111

5) 57 TV Hwy/Forest Grove       102

2)  6 MLK Jr. Blvd.                   21

3)  4 Division/Fessenden         19

4) 72 Killingsworth/82nd        17

5) 57 TV Hwy/Forest Grove    16

72    Killingsworth/82nd
        143 ons & offs per stop daily

8    Jackson Park/NE 15th
               22 per stop monthly

Most likely to 
be on time

Least
expensive
to TriMet

(due to high
ridership)

2)  64 Marquam Hill/Tigard 92.6%

3)  154 Willamette                  92.4%

4) 92 South Beaverton Exp   92.3%

5) 66 Marquam Hill/Hollywood
                                               92.2%

2)  4 Division/Fesenden     $2.10

3)  72 Killingsworth/82nd  $2.17 

4) 14 Hawthorne      $2.24

5) 75 Lombard/39th $2.37

28    Linwood
                              94.5% on time

Most likely 
to be late
or, worse,

early

(at least 60s
early or 5m late)

2)  20 Burnside/Stark        21.8%

3)  6 MLK Jr. Blvd.            21.6%

4) 45 Garden Home          21.4%

5) 44 Capitol Hwy/Mocks Crest
                                           21.2%

156    Mather Road
                      22% off schedule

6     MLK Jr. Blvd.
                          $2.08 per ride

MAX is in between: more 
reliable than most buses 
but worse than the best 
buses. The best MAX line 
is the Yellow, with only 
11.7% of trips off sched-
ule. Most likely to screw 
you: Blue, on 15.9% of 
trips. Green is less than 
a year old, so there’s no 
data on it yet.

Put TriMet’s comment 
number in your speed 
dial right now: 503-238-
7433 ext. 5. Analyst Steve 
Callas says that though 
almost nothing can get a 
bus on schedule once it’s 
off, riders often see prob-
lems that his office can’t. 
Have an exact date, time 
and route in mind.

Traffic. Weather. Route 
length. Construction. Chair 
lifts. People paying cash. 
Some have suggested that 
once a bus falls behind, 
it should become free, to 
help save time. TriMet says 
this wouldn’t shave much 
time compared to other 
factors. Like that idea? Call 
the number to the right.


