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on buses, bikes, and low-car life

Dick
TriMet No. 70
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Middle of the day.

There's this woman sitting right across from the bus
driver, crying. I don't know how long they'd been
carrying on.

And the driver says, "After your husband left, did he
ever try to get in contact with you again?" So calm, so
supportive. "Are you OK with that? What was your
reaction?"

I'm thinking, God, this woman's getting therapy for
the price of a bus ticket.

And in the middle of this coversation, the bus stops
and this guy who's about six four — huge, had to be over
250 pounds — comes up with kind of a Frankenstein step.

He just said, "My legs aren't working right."

So the bus driver says, "I'll kneel the bus."

And he says, "No. I've got to do this on my own."
The bus driver was so patient. For all I know, she may be

a clinical therapist by now. Maybe that's
what she was studying.

So he lumbers in and
takes the opposite seat
from the woman
getting  the  therapy.
And the therapy goes
on with the three of them!

Then the bus stops again and this guy
gets on with a baby on his back and a pet
carrier. And he sits and they all start
talking. The woman says, "Nice dog!"

And he says, "That's not a dog. That's
a pet monkey."

And she says, "Yeah!"

This young gentleman
kept staring straight
ahead the whole time.
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The expression on his face was, Why
would you assume it’s a dog?

This conversation goes on to Lloyd
Center, where I have to get off. The rest
of the bus is chortling and laughing, but
there's this young Asian
gentleman  who's  been
looking straight ahead the
whole time with a very
non-committal stare.

He gets off. I was right
behind him. And maybe 10 steps from
the bus door he goes like this.

(Dick slowly shakes his head.)

And I just started laughing.

What's your favorite bus story? Call 503-

662-2871. Storytellers get a gift card to our
Jfavorite bar or coffee shop. ‘.9

Portland Afoot
924 NE 65th Ave.
Portland, OR 97213

Join the fun:

Visit portlandafoot.org/subscribe or just mail in $14. Gift subscriptions: $5.

Bus ballot?
TriMet's board
lobbed voters a $125
million property tax renewal
Aug. 11 — $8 a year per $100,000
— saying it'd go to help people
with disabilities. It's the first time
the agency has asked for extra
help fixing unusable bus stops
and speeding up the purchase of

low-floor, air-conditioned buses.

ArriVing NOW Four stories you can't miss this month
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WHAT IT MEANS

Don't trust your ballot. About
40% of the cash might not be
used for the stated purpose, execs
said after the vote. Because they
planned to buy new buses anyway,
the agency would get about $50

million for whatever it wants.

HOW TRIMET COULD USEIT
http.//pdx.be/BusBallot

GeeKky graffiti
NoPo

smiled  at

Nintendo afcionados
some  summer
"vandalism" after an artistic Mario
Kart fan stenciled a banana, a
mushroom and other power-ups
on the Williams Avenue bike lane,
BikePortland.org reported Aug. 18.
"Glad to see the blue shell and
bullet didn't make the list,"” Marcus
Griffith commented. "However, the
lightning could explain the increase
in mini bikes around town."

SLIDESHOW: PDX BIKE ICONS
bttp.//pdx.be/BikeLanelcons

Dumb crooks

If only all MAX punks were
as sharp as the thugs who allegedly
attacked Paul Steigleder Aug. 2.
When he flashed a badge and told
two men to stop drinking and
smoking on the platform at
Gateway TC, he says they followed
him and his wife to Clackamas,
then came at him with a rock. At

which point they learned that
Steigleder, a Clackamas sheriff's
lieutenant, and his wife Debbie, a
Portland cop, knew how to fight
back. The pair were nabbed after

ﬂeeing into a department store.

THE WHOLE STORY
http.//pdx.be/TheWrongGuy

Good news

TriMet's  creepy  robot
voices took a back seat Aug. 17
when the agency introduced one of
the country's first ad-supported
arrival-times-by-text services.
Text any stop ID to 27299 for
instant info, and maybe a local
coupon. Mobile Marketing LLC
of Beaverton says it can pay for the
service by selling $10,000 a month
in ads, and TriMet operations will
get a cut. Knowing when the bus is
coming never sounded better. ‘}

HOW TO FIND YOUR STOP ID
http.//pdx.be/StopID

How's the mail
working out?
This is our second issue using
the technology formerly

known as "third class mail."

E It's called "standard mail," E
: thank you very much. :
E Anyway, could you tell us E
E when it arrived? It'd be a big E
+ help: bezp//pdx.be/MailSpeed

There was a mistake last
month. The Bike There! map

now costs $9. Sorry about that.

Cover and "Street Talk"
photos by the charming
Mike Schoenholtz.
http://PortlandAfoot.org
$14 per year. Details on back.

Always on your side.

Street Talk Five questions and someone worth asking

All summer, 5-year-old enviro justice group OPAL has
sent its staffers to ride PDX's buses, warning commuters
about service changes (pdx.be/2010cuts), building a list
of riders who want to save their buses and becoming
Portland's loudest voice against the cuts. We met OPAL’s
31-year-old lead organizer outside her Division office to
talk transpo and the black exodus from inner Northeast.

What could TriMet do to improve?

We asked customer service why they were adjusting
schedules. She said people wait anyway. Customer
service lady! Come on now! Being late is already
putting them in a situation of losing jobs, not getting
their kids to health care. It's crazy. Kids are going to
drop out of school because they can't get there.

They're talking about getting rid of fare zones.

You should just be able to go wherever you want. I
mean, zones? Three-zone or two-zone ticket, you're
paying different prices but getting the same benefit.

Where'd you grow up?
A foster home off 28th and Fremont. Look at Northeast
now. It's beautifull Bicyclists, people walking

everywhere. Sometimes I don't even want to go there
because it's not like it used to be. We
all knew each other on the block.
We've been shipped out. In east
Portland there's nothing for our kids

Shannon Olive
lead bus organizer, OPAL

to do. They go to the MAX, smoke, drink, fight.

If 122nd gets better, won't that all just repeat?
Are we supposed to wait?

What's your favorite
Portland secret?
"Good in the 'Hood" at

King FElementary. This
year there was 5,000 black
people there. People was [
coming out of the wood! 1 -
was excited. 100 people on
the grass doing the Electric
Slide.

pdx.be/OPAL:
Learn how to
help OPAL
or attend
Olive's
Oct. 23
civil
rights

event. ‘.9 4



BIKEREALTOR.COM

Kirsten Kaufman
503-233-9513
kirsten@bikerealtor.com

@ Prudential

Northwest Properties

specializing in homes for cyclists + alt commuters
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* Half off any breakfast item

(just show this ad)

Our first
transfer.

I hope you're enjoying our fourth issue. 1
think we've kicked the journalism up a
notch this month with photography by
Michael Shoenholtz and a close look at
TriMet's budget mess that you won't see
anywhere else.

I'm pleased to announce that we're moving
into the second leg of our plan to make
Portland more awesome: free subscriptions
for low-car commuters. Every year or so,
20% of riders give up and start driving. If
you know a workplace looking for free ways
to change that number, drop me a line. @

Michael Andersen
editor & publisher
partnerships@portlandafoot.org




James Coon Rayimond Thomas Cynthin Newton Kimberly Tucker Chris Frost

The team at SWANSON, THOMAS & COON
can help you:
Get Workers® Compensation benefits ~ Workers Compensation
for on-the-job injuries or illness. : o
Construction Injuries
Death Claims

Personal Injury/Product Liability

Get Social Security benefits
if you can’t work.

Recover damages if you ave injured
by someone’s negligence.  Social Security Disability

L Occupational Discase /Mesothelioma
Helping injured people
for over 25 years.  Call us today at

503-228-5222

Straight answers.
No cost for consultation.
SWANSON, THOMAS & COON ATTORNEYS AT Law

820 S.W. Second Avenue, Suite 200
Portland, Oregon 97204

www.stc-law.com
Visit our bicycle law blog at www.oregonbikelaw.com

Willamette Pedestrian Coalition

Bicycle Transportation Allinnce wwwwpewalks.org

N www.btadbikes.ory

Institute for Transportation
& Development DDIICY

ITDP s

ITPD America Walks
www.itdp.ory wwiw.americawalks.ory
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