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The ten
DUMBEST
Transportation Problems 

in East Portland
                     Anyone who’s traveled east of 82nd knows that compiling a list of infrastructure problems in the area is a massive undertaking, if for no other reason 
                         than the fact that the list probably never ends. But there are some problems that are just so ridiculous that we had to call them out. Like, in a time of 
                             budget cuts, having a bus line no one rides while others over� ow, or a missing bike lane that almost got an NFL star killed. All is not lost (see 
                                below for the silver lining) but for the time being, here are the 10 east-side issues that struck us as—pardon the phrase — train wrecks.

� e silver lining
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ALL OF 122ND AVE
TriMet hails the high transit use along this road 
as an East Portland success story, but every major 
intersection along this road, save Burnside, is among 
the most dangerous for pedestrians in Portland, 
according to a 2009 City of Portland report. We’ll 
call 122nd a success when walking to the bus feels 
normal, not just necessary. THE GOOD NEWS: 
According to PBOT’s East Portland In Motion 
report, the street is slated to get fresh sidewalks and 
crosswalks over the next � ve years.

2

MIDLAND LIBRARY ACCESS
� e closest pedestrian crossing to this 
popular kids destination is SE 122nd & 
Stark, which just happens to have the 
highest frequency of pedestrian crashes 
in the city, with seven injuries and one 
fatality since 2000. 

Like a multi-family  residential � re 
hazard, this this 76-lot stretch of 
the Mill Park neighborhood has just 
one access road, meaning you have 
to walk half a mile from its farthest 
point to get out.
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NO-ESCAPE NEIGHBORHOOD

SE POWELL & 134TH
� is bus stop has so many riders that it even has a bus 
          shelter, but it’s just an island in a sea of dirt and 
                       gravel. For a street that has seven of the 50 most 
                           dangerous intersections and over 6,000 
                                    daily bus riders (plus over 1,000 
                                              monthly LIFT  users), the fact 
                                                      that huge chunks of Powell
                                                     Blvd east of 82nd still don’t 
                                                     have sidewalks is beyond 
                                                     unreasonable.  

SE FOSTER & 90TH AVE
Just two blocks from the spot 
where former Lions quarterback 
Joey Harrington was  struck by 
a car while bicycling  in August 
of 2011, Foster Road’s  bike 
lane ends abruptly, and a  sign 
directs bike riders to  head left 
through two lanes  of high speed 
tra�  c. Many riders ignore it and 
continue down Foster. Surprise. 
THE GOOD NEWS: Sam 
Adams is giving the dicey road 
badly needed attention and 
improvements through the city’s 
High Crash Corridor Safety Plan. 
� e plan: pdx.be/FosterFix.

UNDERWATER WALKWAYS
Intersections along SE Foster were built with cars in mind, 
not the pedestrians crossing them. � e problem with that is 
that it rains in Portland. Frequently. Ever roll a wheelchair 
through Niagara Falls? Experience the rush sans pricey 
airfare by trying to get through this sopping mess:
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ALL BUS STOPS ARE NOT CREATED EQUAL
It’s a simple and inexplicable problem: bus stops in East Portland don’t get the same shelters, 
benches, or upkeep as their inner city counterparts, even when they have equal or higher levels of 
ridership. � ere’s the stop at SE 94th & Foster that is used by a daily average of over 400 riders but 
has nothing but concrete to show for it, the eastbound stop at SE Stark & 122nd with over 150 daily 
riders, and SE Holgate & 134th with over 130 daily riders and the same problem. THE GOOD 
NEWS: � e problem hasn’t gone unnoticed. Metro has given local transit advocacy group OPAL a 
grant to help them prioritize eastside stops that need an upgrade. Get involved: pdx.be/BusStopFix.
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POINTLESS BUS ROUTE
TriMet says it’s too broke to 
improve bus service, so it’s hard 
to understand why the #25 
TriMet line along NE Glisan 
exists. At least when a MAX line 
runs parallel to it and total daily 
boardings of all of the line’s stops 
for 96 blocks (85th to 181st) 
get half the action of a single 
northbound stop at 122nd and 
Burnside. North/south options 
in east Portland are awful: maybe 
it’s time for TriMet to admit east-
siders have places to go besides 
downtown.
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NE HALSEY & 101ST 
Gateway is great for 
TriMet commuters, but 
what’s a rider to do when 
they prefer to use their 
bike over the MAX? 
Halsey’s westbound 
bike lane stops at 101st 
without any warning, 
spitting riders onto a 
high-speed and narrow 
highway overpass.

� ere’s one very bright 
spot in East Portland’s 
transportation system, and 
it’s one of the city’s best-
kept secrets: an alternate-
universe PDX where public 
transit is as frequent as 
NYC or Vancouver, BC. It’s 
the Gateway area, 99th and 
Halsey. As TriMet has added 
one MAX line after another, 
average westbound train 
frequency has fallen to one every 5 minutes, with – no joke – 1.7 minutes 
between downtown trains from 6 to 8 a.m.

By 2040, the city is planning to make Gateway a sort of secondary downtown, 
with o�  ce and residential towers and even a 2-mile streetcar loop on 102nd 
Ave. from Paci� c to Main. (Map: pdx.be/EastSideStreetcar.) It’s the city’s 
next great low-car neighborhood, and real estate prices haven’t � gured it out 

� is month’s cover story is made possible by reader contributions and a grant from the Meyer Memorial Trust. It’s the � nal project of Natalie Baker, our east-side 
intern this fall. For an interactive map of the spots she found and a link to her rogue’s gallery of dumb photos around the east side, visit pdx.be/EastSideProblems.
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CONNECTIVITY: THERE ISN’T ANY
Biking west out of the Argay neighborhood 
is pock-marked with so many dead ends and 
dangerous roads that Katie Larsell, former 
chair of the East Portland Action Plan’s bike 
committee, has resorted to cutting through a 
private housing development and weaving 
her bike upright through a narrow gate in 
order to connect to NE Halsey. If you’ve read 
the item on the left, you know that the ride 
doesn’t improve from there.
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