
 
 

June 8, 2010 

 

Joint Policy Advisory Committee on Transportation  

Metro  

600 NE Grand Avenue  

Portland, OR 97232 

 

Re: MTIP RFFA Allocation for Regional Freight Projects 

 

Dear JPACT Members and Alternates: 

 

We, the undersigned, ask Metro, through its JPACT representatives and Metro Councilors, to commit Regional 

Flexible Fund Allocation (RFFA) funds to strategically build the foundation for our green economy and recognize 

that freight mobility is an important part of that goal.  As demonstrated by this letter and its list of signatories, 

there is regional support from across the freight and economic development community for a proposed policy 

and allocation framework for MTIP funds devoted to green economy and freight mobility investments.  

 

The freight community asks that our leaders focus the allocation of funds to projects that support job growth and 

traded sector competitiveness in the region.  This means that we need to fund projects that our businesses 

understand and support – projects that improve goods movement mobility and access and development of 

industrial areas inside the urban growth boundary, connections between employment and residential centers, 

and the development of programs to move our goods cleanly, quietly, and more safely through neighborhoods.   

 

By giving freight concerns and stakeholders more favorable consideration for funding, we can develop an effective 

slate of projects and programs that explicitly prioritize jobs, goods movement mobility and access, and 

development of industrial areas inside the urban growth boundary.  Historical funding levels for freight projects 

throughout the RFFA (approximately 1.8% of total funds per cycle) are not sufficient to address our region’s 

pressing need to create jobs and increase economic activity. 

 

Time is Right to Modernize and Improve the Region’s Economic Engine:  With the adoption of Metro’s Regional 

Freight Plan, the City of Portland’s Freight Master Plan, and the ODOT Statewide Freight Plan (in draft), the time is 

right to look to implementation of freight programs and projects at all levels.  The MTIP Regional Flexible Fund 

Allocation process provides the opportunity to implement an effective regional freight program consistent with 

other MPOs around the country.  Regional Flexible Fund Allocation should be spent on the region’s economic 

engine (especially the traded sector) through infrastructure modernization and efficiency.  Too many areas are 

dependent on outdated industrial road and rail access, and many of our companies are competing globally against 

firms using state-of-the-art transportation infrastructure/networks. 

A More Targeted, Focused Approach:  Given the limited amount of total dollars available for flexible spending 

within the region, JPACT is right to want to focus the $20-24 million of regional flexible funds.  Freight is a critical 

need that cannot be ignored.  It is important to note that strategic freight projects, although often considered 



higher dollar expenditures, typically offer a very high return on investment.  It is also essential to keep in mind 

that projects that benefit the freight network come in all shapes and sizes and with a range of price tags, from 

strategic ITS (Intelligent transportation systems) to addressing capacity constraint.  There are a range of projects 

that, if funded, can make a positive impact on the freight network – including lower dollar projects that can make 

a significant regional impact.   

Positioning the Region for Economic Recovery:  There are compelling economic reasons to consider MTIP funding 

in concentrated multi-cycle projects focused on employment areas.  According to Oregon economists, we are not 

projected to get back to pre-“Great Recession” unemployment levels until about 2014.  We have an opportunity 

to redirect policy and regional funding (public and private) to accelerate this recovery cycle and alleviate the 

negative impacts of high unemployment. 

Regional Benefits of Defining and Funding the “Green Economy/Freight Mobility Category”:  There are many 

additional benefits to “Green Economy/Freight Mobility” projects and programs beyond simply near-term 

construction jobs, direct benefits to existing businesses, and increased efficiency.  For example, underutilized 

industrial lands become more attractive to business investment (capital formation) thus lowering unemployment.  

It may be possible to find funding and increase our Brownfield mitigation efforts and create a more robust 

industrial infill strategy.  In some areas there may be neighborhood livability benefits such as construction of 

complete streets (incorporating active transportation alternatives and green storm water management facilities) 

and improvement of truck routes—an example would be components of the St. Johns Truck Strategy. 

Borrow Metro’s Light Rail Project Delivery Model:  Given the deferred attention to and growing need for basic 

freight-related infrastructure investment, there is justification for allocating funding to a “Green Economy/ Freight 

Mobility” category over several MTIP cycles.  Funding could be managed in the same manner as the successful 

light rail program, i.e. dedicating funding to one county or regionally significant industrial area and ensuring that 

each geographic region receives a strategic investment, with the promise that other areas of the region will 

receive similar investments in future years.  Regional benefits can be demonstrated through some of the analysis 

the City of Portland has conducted on regional clusters, as well as previous Metro-supported efforts on traded 

sector industries, and through simple supply chain analyses.   

 

The members of the BEST Coalition intend to work in a collaborative and enthusiastic manner to help the region 

reach its goals.  As we begin this process we understand that there are multiple definitions for what should be 

contained within a “Green Economy/Freight Mobility” program.  Attached to this letter you will find an outline of 

suggested components we believe are critical within the proposed “Green Economy/Freight Mobility” category.  

The freight community looks forward to working with Metro to advance a green economy by developing a slate of 

projects and programs that will provide a better, more sustainable transportation infrastructure that will facilitate 

economic growth, highway safety, and reduced environmental impacts by ensuring an adequate infrastructure for 

the efficient movements of goods in the region.   

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Bill Wyatt, Executive Director, Port of Portland 

 
Bernie Bottomly, Vice President, Government Relations & Economic Development, Portland Business Alliance 



 

 
Bob Russell, President, Oregon Trucking Associations 

 

 
Mike Salsgiver, Executive Director, Associated General Contractors – Oregon-Columbia Chapter 

 

 
Deanna Palm, President, Hillsboro Chamber of Commerce 

 

 
Trey Chanter, South Metro Business Alliance 

 
John Mohlis, Executive Secretary Treasurer, Columbia Pacific Building Trades Council 

 

 
Jeff Stone, Director of Government Relations, Oregon Association of Nurseries 

 

 
Martyn L. Shaddix, Director of US Distribution, Columbia Sportswear USA Corp. 

 

 
Joshua L. Collins, Chief Executive Officer, Blount International 

 

 
Greg Miller, Oregon Public Affairs Manager, Weyerhaeuser  

 

 
Melinda Merrill, Director of Public Affairs, Fred Meyer Stores 

 



 
Tom Zelenka, Public Affairs Manager, Schnitzer Steel 

 

 
Brett Hinsley, Business Manager, Cement Masons Local 555 

 
Linda Pearce, Executive Vice President & CFO, Warn Industries 

 
Tom Deschenne, Associate Vice President, Norris, Beggs & Simpson 

 
Susan Wilson, Director of Public Affairs, The Greenbrier Companies 

 


